VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, but because they're priceless.  

~Sherry Anderson

It's easy to make a buck.  It's a lot tougher to make a difference.  

~Tom Brokaw

I've seen and met angels wearing the disguise of ordinary people living ordinary lives.  
~Tracy Chapman
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If you are receiving this, you have expressed an interest in helping the Madison-Greene Humane Society, and we think that makes you a very special person.  On behalf of all of us who dedicate ourselves to helping animals, I thank you for offering your assistance to us.  

Volunteers are critical to rescue work.  It matters not whether your job is large or small, ongoing or sporadic, you make a difference.  We depend on our volunteer team, your time and skills, to actively support our organizational efforts to provide quality care for the animals at the shelter and in our community. We ask that once you have agreed to an assignment, that you fulfill your commitment.
We are committed to supporting your role as a volunteer by presenting you with consistent, thorough, and professional training, as well as being available for your questions and concerns.
What you will find in the following pages is some background about what we do, a copy of our mission and our vision, and a volunteer application. We are thrilled to hear from you!  Please complete the application, and return to either PO Box 95 Ruckersville, VA 22968 or email to info@madisongreenehumanesociety.com. 

We will get back to you to discuss after that time! Thank you so very much!
Sincerely,

Katy Bennett & Allison Vonn-Love

Co-Executive Directors

A Bit About Us
The animals that we serve at Madison-Greene Humane Society come from all walks of life. Some are found alone by the sides of roads, in the midst of busy intersections, under porches, tucked in dark corners of a barn, and some just simply present themselves on a doorstep out of a clear blue sky. Some owners bring them to us because someone in the household has allergies, or the animal has a behavioral problem they can’t deal with. Some are rescued from people who believe in their hearts that they are helping and rescuing, but end up over their heads with too many under one roof and doing more harm than good.  
Regardless of their circumstances, all these animals share one thing in common… they need help.  We help animals heal, body and soul, learn to trust again, relieve them of their drive to create endless litters in an already pet overpopulated world (s/n), and find them the loving and responsible homes that they so richly deserve.

We help people too.  We help them understand the importance of spaying and neutering their pet, for the overall health and benefit of the animal and for the efforts towards reducing overpopulation.  We help them realize that companion animals give every bit as much love as they receive – and have the capacity for giving much more.  We teach people that animals are good for us, make our lives better, and deserve our respect and compassion. A world without animals would surely be a sad and lonely one. They are our friends, our confidants, or family members, and we need them as much as they need us.
We believe in building a community where animals are considered family; where people understand the value of animals and the responsibility it takes to care for them and give them a loving home; where animal abuse is a thing of the past and animals are treated with respect; where people are inspired and empowered to take the initiative to improve the lives and health of ferals; and where we are all guided by the conviction that a world where people respect, love, and care for companion animals is a far richer world for all.  You will find these words in our mission statement, and they are what binds us together as a group and keeps us moving forward with determined and unyielding optimism.
We are Madison-Greene Humane Society, a private, non-profit 501(c) 3 and proud to be a no-kill organization.  

Please visit our website, www.MadisonGreeneHumaneSociety.com  for more information about us.

Volunteer Opportunities:

To give us an idea of what areas you would be most interested in helping with, please number the opportunities according to level of interest (mark #1 for most interest, #2 for next highest interest, #3, etc.).   If there is something that you REALLY do not want to do, just mark it with an “x.”
	( Be a foster
	Give care to animals in need – baby kittens, injured animals, animals in need of socializing and trust rehabilitation, or giving a kitty (youngster or adult) a temporary home environment if they have been in the shelter too long while awaiting adoption. We also need fosters who might take animals while other fosters take a vacation. We will train and support you!

	( Help at the shelter
	Cleaning, brushing, socializing, playing & interacting with cats. 

	( Molly’s Cupboard Pet Pantry project
	1) Prepare food packages for Molly’s Cupboard customers (a new pet pantry project)

2) Pick up food and transport to people who cannot come to the shelter to pick up needed pet food. (future plans)

	( Bring supplies to fosters
	Madison & Greene counties

	( Adoption counselor
	Would you like to help adopt kitties (and sometimes dogs) to loving families at locations such as Petco on Saturdays? We will train you.

	( Help w/ fundraising events or coordinate one
	We have lots of opportunities for everyone depending on what you’d like to do – organizing, advertising, requesting items for raffle or door prizes (as needed), set-up and preparation, running parts of the event, clean-up, writing thank you letters to participants…and more! Have fundraising ideas? We would love to hear them – great and small! Even small, focused fundraisers can make a big difference.



	( Staff MGHS booths at events
	County fair, local fun events in Greene, Madison & Albemarle counties

	( Pick up donations
	This could include pet food/supplies from stores, medications from local veterinarian offices, or checking a donation container (see that category below)

	( Distribute flyers
	We always need people to distribute flyers for various events and announcements around Madison, Greene & Albemarle counties

	( Foster Orientation & Coordination
	Orchestrate foster orientation sessions, perform home visits, oversee application processing, track fosters & receive updates from fosters

	( Volunteer Orientation & Coordination
	Coordinate a volunteer program!

	( TNR (Trap-Neuter-Release Program)
	This a huge need in our communities, and we were just awarded a grant to start such a program.  We loan the traps to folks, we run the spay/neuter clinic every Wednesday. You can help trap, but if you don’t wish to do that, you might be interested in lending our traps to folks, train them to trap (we have a video) and supporting them through the trapping process.



	( Adopt a donation container
	Place an MGHS donation container at a nearby restaurant or business, and collect and turn in the money on a monthly basis (or as needed for that location – some locations collect more money faster than do others!).

	( Send adopters contact info to Hill’s Pet on a monthly basis
	Logging in to Hill’s Pet MGHS account and inputting the adopters contact information. Requires proficiency with a computer, but not complicated.

	( Care of feral colonies
	There are some colonies that we may need to provide care for over a period of time. That care would include providing food and water to the colony and assisting with identification of cats in the colony. If you would like to help trap-neuter-release, that is great, but if that isn’t your cup of tea, that is ok! We hope to have others who want to help with that.

	Do you have any special skills, specific interests, hobbies or training that might be helpful to our mission or operations that we haven’t listed here? 

Let us know – you might be able to help us with a brand new program that we haven’t thought of yet!
	


And finally, a bit about you! (this is the application piece)

	Name:

	Address:

	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Home Phone Number:

	Cell Phone Number:

	Email:

	Date of Birth:
	

	

	Do you have any health concerns that might impact your ability to do certain things/activities? If yes, please explain.
	

	Have you volunteered in the past with other animal rescue groups, shelters, or animal control? If yes, please state the name of the organization and describe your volunteer activities. 

	

	Do you have pets of your own? 

Can you describe?
	

	Thinking about your preferences and comfort level, check next to any of the descriptions to the left that you feel best describe you. We will talk more about your preferences in looking for a volunteer placement where you will be the happiest!
	( I enjoy talking to people

( I like to work behind-the-scenes

( I am outgoing

( I am quiet and maybe a bit shy

( I enjoy computer work

( I enjoy writing

( I am creative

( I prefer a regular routine

( I enjoy a variety of tasks

( I am detail-oriented.

( I enjoy learning new things.

( I would rather stick with what I know.

( I like working alone.

( I enjoy working in a group.

	When are you able to begin volunteering?
	

	What times are you available to volunteer?
	Weekdays:
	Weeknights:

	
	Saturdays:
	Sundays:

	Do you think you might be a long term volunteer or more short-term?
	(  I am interested in long term.

( I am interested in short term.
	( I am undecided – could go either way.


VOLUNTEER RELEASE

I, _____________________________________________________, hereby agree to accept a position as a Volunteer for Madison County Humane Society, Inc. dba Madison-Greene Humane Society, and in doing so, I agree to comply with all of the rules and regulations attached hereto and hereto established by Madison County Humane Society, Inc. dba Madison-Greene Humane Society and I understand that failure to do so may result in my immediate termination as a Volunteer. 

I agree to do my best to represent Madison-Greene Humane Society to the public in an accurate and professional manner.  I acknowledge that my services are provided on a volunteer basis, and no compensation of any kind is expected. I understand that all services will be performed at my own risk.
I understand that working with animals involves certain risks, and I release and hold harmless Madison-Greene Humane Society, its officers, and board members, from any and all claims and demands of any cause in connection with any damages or injuries which may be incurred or sustained by me in any way connected with my services for Madison-Greene Humane Society. Volunteer hereby personally assumes all risks in connection with handling animals for Madison-Greene Humane Society.  Volunteer further assumes all risks and assumes full responsibility for any bodily injury, death, property damage or other loss to Volunteer, his or her family, and/or assigns, due to negligence of Madison-Greene Humane Society or otherwise.  I understand that public relations are an important part of volunteering at Madison-Greene Humane Society, and I will allow Madison-Greene Humane Society to use any photographs taken of me for public relations activities.

___________________________ 


____________________________________

Date 





Volunteer Written Name

____________________________ 


____________________________________

MGHS Representative Signature 

Volunteer Signature

____________________________________

Volunteer E-mail Address
